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The Fastest Growing Religion in the World
(Part 1)

By Neil Richey

The fastest growing religious group today is not Baptist, Methodist, Presbyterian, or any other denomination. The fastest growing group is not 
the Lord’s church. The fastest growing religion in the world is Islam. Sir Norman Anderson said, “The religion of Islam is one of the outstanding phenom-
ena of history.” According to one source, “Today, there are an estimated 450 million members of Islam which dominate more than three dozen countries 
on three continents.”

A Brief History Lesson
There are two key words that should be defined as we attempt to develop a better understanding of this religion. The first term is “Islam.” This is 

an Arabic word that means “submission.” Islam is the “monotheistic religion based on the doctrine of submission to God and of Muhammad as the chief 
and last prophet of God.” The second term is “Muslim.” This is another form of the same word, describing the “one who surrenders.” A Muslim is “a be-
liever in or an adherent of Islam.”

The early history of this religion centers around one key figure—Mohammed (various spellings). “Although the teaching of Islam is an interest-
ing mixture of different religions, the origin of the faith [the word here should be ‘religion,’ for there is but one faith (Eph. 4:4-6)] is found historically in the 
one person of Muhammad.”

Mohammed was born in the latter part of the sixth century A.D. in Mecca in Arabia. While we know little about his early years, we do know that 
he was of the group or clan called the Al Qu’raysh tribe. 

Mohammed adopted a monotheistic faith, proclaiming “Allah” as the one true God. Over a period of some twenty-two years, Mohammed
claimed to have received revelations or visions from Allah, which he later wrote down in a book we know as the Qur’an (Koran). He developed quite a 
following over the years, in spite of wide spread opposition. By the time of his sudden death in 632 A.D., the religion of Islam made its way throughout the 
area of Mecca. Today, this religion is all over the world.

Some of the Teachings
The teachings of Islam are made up of two fundamental ideas: “faith” (Five Articles of Faith), and “duty” (Five Pillars of Faith). We’ll look at the 

Articles this time and next week we’ll observe the Pillars.
Article 1:God—Allah is the one and only true God. “Allah is all knowing, all-powerful and the sovereign judge. Yet Allah is not a personal God, 
for he is so far above man in every way that he is not personally knowable.”
Article 2:Angels—This is a fundamental teaching in the Islamic religion. ‘Gabriel, the leading angel, appeared to Muhammad and was instru-
mental in delivering the revelations in the Qur’an to Muhammad.” In this belief, “Angels do not perform any bodily functions…as they are cre-
ated of light…Each man or woman also has two recording angels—one who records his good deeds, the other, his bad deeds.”
Article 3:Scripture—There are four inspired books in this religion. They are: the Torah of Moses, the Psalms of David, the Gospel of Jesus, 
and the Qur’an. “Muslims believe the former three books have been corrupted by Jews and Christians.” The Qur’an “supersedes all the other 
works.”
Article 4:Prophets—According to the Islamic religion, the six greatest prophets were: Adam, Noah, Abraham, Moses, Jesus and Mohammed. 
Mohammed is the greatest of the six.
Article 5:Last Days—“The last day will be a time of resurrection and judgment. Those who follow and obey Allah and Mohammed will go to 
Islamic heaven, called Paradise, a place of pleasure. Those who oppose them will be tormented in hell.”

In the U.S., there are more than six million members of this religion. As we continue this short series, let’s be impressed with our tremendous 
responsibility to share the Gospel with all who will listen (Mt. 28:18-20).

(Gleaned from several sources. Citations will be made at the close of this series.)



THE COMPASS GROUP
The COMPASS group is now being offered  

every Friday at 11:00 in the Family Conference 
Room and Christian counseling is also offered at 
the church building on Fridays between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm.  

Interested parties may call 770-993-
9700 to schedule an appointment.    

The Sick and in Need of 
Prayers:
Rebekah Richey is gaining weight and doing better 
but still in need of our prayers
Bill Higgins remains at AG Rhodes Nursing Home 
for rehabilitation.  He had a setback with an infec-
tion and also a recurrence of the pneumonia. Bee
is doing better.  Our prayers would be appreciated. 
Skip Slatton is now undergoing more chemo treat-
ments.  Kim will have more tests and may not need 
more treatments.  Please continue to pray for them.
Jerry and Rose Hall’s son, Michael Robins , had 
emergency surgery recently for a tear in his aorta.  
He has returned home but continues to be very ill, 
please pray for his recovery.
Cliff Ruhlman’s daughter (Ann Marie) is sick with 
Crohn’s disease.  Please keep her in prayer.  Cliff 
preaches for the congregation in Dahlonega, GA.
Roland Guyot received good results from his re-
cent tests.  We rejoice with him and Marcia at this 
good news.
Melissa Ward’s grandmother, Ruby Gilliam , is re-
covering from recent gall bladder surgery.
Billy Biggers was able to be back at worship on 
Sunday.
Jessica Whitehead’s co-worker, Stacy Kimbal, lost 
both her stepdad and dad within the same week.  
Please pray for Stacy and her family.
Iris Norris, David Decker’s sister, is doing better 
and has been moved to a private room at Wellstar 
Cobb Hospital.  She is able to have visitors now. 

Continue To Pray for:
The Richey Family (especially Rebekah), 
Brannon Prater, Nan Ballard’s friend, Shirley 
Glass, Ina Mae Hudson, Paul Dangar, Sarah 
Dangar, Connie Hoelscher, Billy Biggers, 
Louise Graves, Annette Linton and her son, 
Christopher, Polly Tunstall, Clay Williamson 
and his daughter, Fallon, Gertha Small
(Mattie Small’s stepmother), Kelly Tadeo and 
her twin sister, Kathy (cancer), the Hathcock’s 
daughter’s mother-in-law, Mary Stahl, June 
McCullough (Marcia Jaynes’ aunt), Bob Jen-
kins’ sisters (Eileen in CA & Arleen in AK), 
Doug Reed, Jr., Dianne Reeves (Carol Cra-
ton’s aunt), Iris Norris (David Decker’s sister), 
J.B. Stevenson, Marlin Connelly and Ginny 
Wheeler.

Shut Ins:
Dorothy Barfield, Opal Sewell, Mickey Vines.

In the Military :
Brian Sexton (who will be home soon), Jamie 
Robison and Amanda Jordan’s brother—Shawn 
Crownover.

Keep Them Coming…
                            Q & A!!! 
Submit your questions in the Question box in the 

foyer for our monthly Q & A.
Neil will answer Bible questions the 4th Sunday 

night of the month.

PANTRY NEWS

We appreciate the recent response to 
restocking our pantry shelves which were 
almost empty.  A special thanks to Billie 
Bryant and Faye Stewart for sorting and 
shelving the items.

Going forward, we are asking our 
L.I.F.E. Groups to bring 2 specific items per 
month (items will change each month) to use 
in making up bags of food—along with what 
we now have on hand.  Starting immediately 
and through November, please follow this 
schedule:

L.I.F.E. Group #1 — Rice (1 lb.) and/or 
vegetable beef soup

L.I.F.E. Group #2 — Inst. Potatoes (1 
lb.) and/or chicken noodle soup

L.I.F.E. Group #3 — Spaghetti Sauce 
(32 oz.) and/or noodles (1 lb.)

L.I.F.E. Group #4 — Mixed Vegetables 
(can) and/or Spam

Reminder:  Please do not bring out-
dated foods nor glass jars.

Questions???  See Sim Christie

OUR GREAT GOD!

“God is our refuge and strength, 
A very present help in trouble.”

Psalm 46:1

1. GOD IS OUR SHELTER
2. GOD IS OUR STRENGTH
3. GOD IS OUR SUPPORT



  
UPCOMING EVENTS   

�x PEW PACKERS — meet every Sunday at 5:00 
pm before our worship service.  This is for ages 
birth through 3rd grade.

�x Sunday...err...Saturday Night Live for grades 
4—middle school...we’re having a movie night!  
Saturday, Oct. 17 from 7:00-9:00 pm in the fel-
lowship hall.  Popcorn will be provided.  You 
bring your favorite dessert and drinks to share.  
Also, bring blankets and pillows and we’ll stretch 
out on the floor and be comfy. For more info, see 
the Wards

�x HIGH SCHOOL DEVOTIONAL—Sunday, Oc-
tober 25 after the PM worship service at the home 
of Lou Ann and Hayward Williams.  It will be 
Scary Movie Night.  Bring your favorite snack—
popcorn and drinks will be provided.  The Wil-
liams live at 4390 Old Mabry Road, Roswell.

�x FALL FESTIVAL/TRUNK N TREAT
     Saturday, October 24, 2009
     5 — 8 pm at the pavilion
See the flyer on the doors for more details.
Anyone who would like to help with the event, please 
see Daniel or Melissa Ward.  There is a schedule and 
sign-up sheet on the Welcome Center Desk if you are 
willing to help with the activities.

UPCOMING EVENTS

�x L.I.F.E. Group # 3 will meet in the fel-
lowship hall after morning worship 
for a covered dish meal this Sunday.  
Our visitors are invited to stay and 
eat.

�x Visitation Team # 3 will meet in the 
library after the PM service this com-
ing Sunday.

�x Trunk ‘N Treat, Saturday, October 24 
from 5:00—8:00 pm in the picnic area.  
If you can help, please see someone 
on the youth committee or sign the 
sheet on the Welcome Center desk.

�x Ron Brown  (China Orphans) — Sun-
day, October 25th PM service.  Fourth 
Sunday evening Q & A will be this 
coming Sunday.

ATTENTION:  VISITATION TEAMS
We resumed meeting in September.  Teams will meet as 
follows for October:

Team # 1 — October 4
Team # 2 — October 11
Team # 3 — October 18
Team # 4 — October 25

If anyone in interested in being a part of our Visitation Pro-
gram, please see or call John Golden.

THE YAHOO GROUP
Join  TheYahoo Group to stay updated on con-

gregational events.
If you have any questions please email Neil at 

neilrichey@yahoo.com

AREA EVENTS

�x East Point church of Christ is hosting 
a Gospel Meeting October 11 thru 15.  
Ron Nation and R.W. Gray will be the 
speakers.

�x Annual Fall Lectureship at Central 
church of Christ in Covington, GA 
from October 16 to 18.

�x Macland Road church of Christ in-
vites you to hear Tom Holland speak 
on the topic: “The Emerging Church”.  
He will be there on October 23 and 
24.  Brother Holland is the director of 
the Nashville School of Preaching.

�x Please check the bulletin board for 
additional information concerning 
these events.

L.I.F.E. GROUPS
Our new L.I.F.E. groups are underway now for 

2009/2010.  This will be our schedule for the year:  

  Group #1 — 1st weekend
Group # 2 — 2nd weekend
Group # 3 — 3rd weekend
Group # 4 — 4th weekend

FYI
Daylight Savings 
Time ends on Saturday 
night, November 1st.  
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October 18, 2009 Sunday Morning Sunday Evening
Announcements Mike Adams Mike Adams
Song Director Les Sandifer Roger Winslett
Opening Prayer Richard Arnold Brad Burnette
Closing Prayer Steve Binkley David Craton
Serve at the Table Mark Hoelscher Sam Carrington

             Assist AM
            

AM Ushers

5   Brad Burrell 4   Brad Burnette   Sim Christie

6   Brenden Winslett 3   Bob Jenkins    Tim Feltner

7   Bryan Hathcock2   Blake Winslett     PM Ushers
   Brad Burrell

8   Chris Remias 1  Billy Biggers    Rhett Burrell

Scripture Reading:    Psalm 139:23-24   Derek Brown

Sermon Topic: AM— “God Knows It All”            
                          PM—  “Questions & Answers”                       

Neil Richey
Neil Richey

                      Toddler Attendants Nursery Attendants
Sunday Morning        Sunday Evening Sunday Morning
Janice Burnette       Anna Golden Joyce Clark
Michelle Humphreys        Sara Harris Kelly Drain

Greeters—October 18, 2009

Bible Study West    Raymond/Joyce Clark

AM Worship East Agnes Brown/Karen White

AM Worship West Steve/Bonnie Binkley

PM Worship West Rex/Paulette Burrell

Van Driver Daniel Ward 770-424-3039

Open Building October Billy Biggers

Close Building October Troy Golden

Wednesday, October 21, 2009 Unable to serve?
Announcements/
Prayer Neil Richey Call Rex Burrell

Song Director Chris Remias 770-427-7595

Devotional Roger Winslett

Closing Prayer Sam Carrington

Worship Assignments and Greeters

   Tuesday
9:30 AM  Ladies’ Workshop
   Wednesday
7:15 PM  Bible Study

Weekly 
Calendar

      Sunday
  9:30 AM  Bible Study
10:30 AM  Worship
  5:00 PM  Worship
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