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The Fastest Growing Religion in the World
(Part 2)

By Neil Richey

     Last week we observed that the fastest growing religion in the world is the religion of Islam—a “monotheistic religion based on the doctrine of submis-
sion to God [Allah] and of Muhammad as the chief and last prophet of God.”  The Islamic religion centers around this man who was born in the latter part 
of the sixth century A.D.  He was a poet, am improviser, and systematic thinker.  His tastes were simple, and his demeanor was generally kind.  However, 
he knew how to be cruel and vindictive.  It was not beneath this brute to assassinate his enemies.
     The teachings of Islam are made up of two fundamental ideas: “Faith”, and “Duty”.  Last time we observed that there are five “Articles of Faith.”   This 
study we’ll look at “duty.”  This is broken down into five component parts called “Five Pillars of Faith.”  After observing these pillars, we will then compare 
this system of religion with the Word of God.

The Five Pillars of Faith
1. The Creed—”There is no God but Allah, and Muhammad is the Prophet of Allah.”  This is the fundamental building block of the Islamic system.
2. Prayer—Muslims are to pray five times a day (in the morning, at noon, in the afternoon, after sunset, in the evening before bed).  The prayers are 

prescribed prayers that they must recite.  This is very mechanical and without heart.
3. Almsgiving—In the beginning, almsgiving was designed to be voluntary, but now it is a legal requirement for all Muslims to give “one-fortieth of their 

income for the destitute.”
4. Fasting—During the holy month of Ramadan, all devoted Muslims fast from sunup to sundown.  “The fast develops self-control, devotion to God and 

identity with the destitute.  No food or drink may be consumed during the daylight hours; no smoking or sexual pleasures may be enjoyed, either.”
5. The Pilgrimage—All Muslims are to journey to Mecca at least once in their lifetime.  If one is too old or in poor health, they can send someone to go 

in their place.  The pilgrimage involves “a set of ceremonies and rituals, many of which center around the Ka’aba shrine, to which the pilgrimage is 
directed.”

     This religion is more than a theology, it is a culture.  “In many countries the Islamic [religion], though not strictly practiced, is woven into the web of 
society at every facet.”  One has stated that Islam is “a community, a civilization and a culture.”  It is no wonder that Islam is the fastest growing religion in 
the world.

Islam Versus the Word of God
Islamic leadership is made of Allah and Muhammad.  The Bible says that we should serve one God, and that’s Jehovah.  The one true head of the king-
dom of God is not Muhammad, but Jesus.
There is only one Lord (Eph. 4:5).
The Islamic source of authority comes from a book written by an uninspired man—Muhammad.  The authority that governs every Christian is the Bible—
written by inspired men of God (2 Pt. 1:21).
There is no need for any new revelation or man made creed.  We have all that we need pertaining to “life and godliness” (2 Pt. 1:3; cf. Jude 3).
Islamic salvation comes from five duties developed by an uninspired man—”Five Pillars of Faith.”  The Bible teaches that salvation comes, not by five 
pillars, but by five acts of faith or obedience—hear, believe, repent, confess, and be baptized (Rm. 10:17; Heb. 11:6; Lk. 13:3; Rm. 10:10; Acts 2:38).

                                                            (Continued inside at the bottom of page 3)



THE COMPASS GROUP
The COMPASS group is now being offered  

every Friday at 11:00 in the Family Conference 
Room and Christian counseling is also offered at 
the church building on Fridays between the 
hours of 9:00 am and 3:00 pm.  

Interested parties may call 770-993-
9700 to schedule an appointment.    

The Sick and in Need of 
Prayers:
Rebekah Richey is gaining weight and doing better 
but remains in need of our prayers
Bill Higgins is at home now but remains very weak.  
Our prayers would be appreciated. 
Skip Slatton is undergoing more chemo treat-
ments.  Kim will have more tests and may not need 
more treatments.  Please continue to pray for them.
Jerry and Rose Hall’s son, Michael Robins , was re
-admitted to Kennestone on Monday, please pray 
for him.
Iris Norris, David Decker’s sister, is now at Wellstar 
Rehab Windy Hill and hopes to go home in a cou-
ple of weeks.  She can have visitors now.
The Fogles’ grandson and his wife (Josh and 
Missy Weidman) , recently had the H1N1 virus.  
They have two young children.  Please keep them 
in prayer.
Phyllis Richmond had cataract surgery on her left 
eye on October 19th at Marietta Eye Surgical Cen-
ter.  Please pray for a successful recovery.
Darlene Livsey , Anna Golden’s aunt, is in the hos-
pital in Colorado with double pneumonia.  Please 
keep her in prayer.
Agnes Brown was sick on Sunday.
Peng Zhengchun requests our prayers as he 
searches for a job and “ask God to set the plan for 
him”.

Continue To Pray for:
The Richey Family (especially Rebekah), 
Brannon Prater, Nan Ballard’s friend, Shirley 
Glass, Ina Mae Hudson, Paul Dangar, Sarah 
Dangar, Connie Hoelscher, Billy Biggers, 
Louise Graves, Annette Linton and her son, 
Christopher, Polly Tunstall, Clay Williamson 
and his daughter, Fallon, Gertha Small
(Mattie Small’s stepmother), Kelly Tadeo and 
her twin sister, Kathy (cancer), the Hathcock’s 
daughter’s mother-in-law, Mary Stahl, June 
McCullough (Marcia Jaynes’ aunt), Bob Jen-
kins’ sisters (Eileen in CA & Arleen in AK), 
Doug Reed, Jr., Dianne Reeves (Carol Cra-
ton’s aunt), J.B. Stevenson, Marlin Connelly, 
Ginny Wheeler, Stacy Kimbal (Jessica White-
head’s co-worker), Ruby Gilliam , Melissa 
Ward’s grandmother and Cliff Ruhlman’s 
daughter, Ann Marie.

Shut Ins:
Dorothy Barfield, Opal Sewell, Mickey Vines.

In the Military :
Jamie Robison and Shawn Crownover—Amanda 
Jordan’s brother.

Keep Them Coming…
                            Q & A!!! 
Submit your questions in the Question box in the 

foyer for our monthly Q & A.
Neil will answer Bible questions the 4th Sunday 

night of the month.

FYI—
Our own Jerry M. White has written a book 

and it was recently published.  Title: Moments of 
Mine (Poems on God, Family, Work and Life).  Jerry 
will be at a book signing at Borders—Barrett Park-
way— on October 24th from 1:00-4:00 pm.

PANTRY NEWS
We appreciate the recent response to restock-

ing our pantry shelves which were almost empty.  A 
special thanks to Billie Bryant and Faye Stewart for 
sorting and shelving the items.

Going forward, we are asking our L.I.F.E. 
Groups to bring 2 specific items per month (items 
will change each month) to use in making up bags of 
food—along with what we now have on hand.  Start-
ing immediately and through November, please fol-
low this schedule:

L.I.F.E. Group #1 — Rice (1 lb.) and/or vegeta-
ble beef soup

L.I.F.E. Group #2 — Inst. Potatoes (1 lb.) and/
or chicken noodle soup

L.I.F.E. Group #3 — Spaghetti Sauce (32 oz.) 
and/or noodles (1 lb.)

L.I.F.E. Group #4 — Mixed Vegetables (can) 
and/or Spam

Reminder:  Please do not bring outdated foods 
nor glass jars.

Questions???  See Sim Christie

RESPONSE
Kim Brown requests our prayers for 

God to lead her and that she will follow his will 
more closely.  Please honor Kim’s request in 
your private prayers this week.

Also, pray for her as she travels to Ha-
zelhurst, GA this week for training.

Thank You Note:
I would like to thank the church for all your prayers, cards and well 
wishes while I was recently away.                   Chuck Davidson



  
UPCOMING EVENTS   

�x PEW PACKERS — meet every Sunday at 5:00 pm before our 
worship service.  This is for ages birth through 3rd grade.

�x HIGH SCHOOL DEVOTIONAL —Sunday, October 25 after 
the PM worship service at the home of Lou Ann and Hayward 
Williams.  It will be Scary Movie Night.  Bring your favorite 
snack—popcorn and drinks will be provided.  The Williams live 
at 4390 Old Mabry Road, Roswell.

�x FALL FESTIVAL/TRUNK N TREAT
     Saturday, October 24, 2009
     5 — 8 pm at the pavilion
See the flyer on the doors for more details.
Anyone who would like to help with the event, please see Daniel or 
Melissa Ward.  There is a schedule and sign-up sheet on the Wel-
come Center Desk if you are willing to help with the activities.

�x GRADES 4—12 AND PARENTS —Join us in the fellowship 
hall for a devotional following the p.m. service on Sunday, Nov. 
1.  After the devotional we will go to SteviB’s Pizza on Barrett 
Pkwy.  The all-you-can-eat meal includes salad, pizza, bread-
sticks and dessert for $6/adult ($7.50 with soft drink), and $5 
(10 and under).  See Sim or Brenda Christie with any questions.

For any questions about these events, please see a member of 
the Youth Committee.

UPCOMING EVENTS

�x L.I.F.E. Group # 4 will meet in the fellowship 
hall after morning worship for a covered dish 
meal this Sunday.  Our visitors are invited to 
stay and eat.

�x Visitation Team # 4 will meet in the library 
after the PM service this coming Sunday.

�x Ron Brown  (China Orphans) — Sunday, Oc-
tober 25th PM service.

�x SENIORS:  A trip is planned to go to the Ap-
ple Orchard in Ellijay on Thursday, Nov. 5th.  
We will leave the church building @ 9:00 am.  
Please sign the list on the Welcome Center 
Desk if you plan to go.  Also, mark your cal-
endars for Friday, Nov. 13 for a Spaghetti 
Supper & Game Night.

�x LADIES DEVO/BRUNCH—Saturday, Nov. 7 at 
9:30 in the Fellowship Hall.

GOOD NEWS!
Brian Sexton has returned home from Iraq.  

He arrived on Friday and it was so great to see the 
family re-united and all the smiles of happiness.

Welcome home, Brian, we are proud of you 
and your service to our country.

THE YAHOO GROUP
Join  TheYahoo Group to stay updated on con-

gregational events.
If you have any questions please email Neil at 

neilrichey@yahoo.com

AREA EVENTS

�x Macland Road church of Christ invites you 
to hear Tom Holland speak on the topic: 
“The Emerging Church”.  He will be there 
on October 23 and 24.  Brother Holland is 
the director of the Nashville School of 
Preaching.

�x Forest Park church of Christ is hosting 
their 39th Annual World Mission Forum —
October 21—25.

�x Macland Road church of Christ is spear-
heading a “Dorcas Day” on Saturday, No-
vember 21 from 7:00 am—noon.  For more 
details, check the bulletin board.

�x Please check the bulletin board for addi-
tional information concerning these events.

(Continued from the front page)
Muslims worship, but their means of worship are wrong.  Their doctrine is not the doctrine of Christ (2 Jn. 9-11).  They pray, but those prayers are 
ritual centered and not heart centered (Mt. 6:5-15).
They give, but their giving is a legal requirement rather than a willing, liberal sacrifice (2 Cor. 8:1ff).  They do not sing and make melody in their 
hearts to the Lord (Eph. 5:19).  They do not partake of the Lord’s Supper upon the first day of every week (1 Cor. 11:24-26; Acts 20:7).

Yes, there are many souls in jeopardy of the judgment because they follow a strange leader, submit to a strange authority, teach a strange salvation 
and practice a strange worship.  With so many following this rapidly growing religion, we as Christians can see that we have our work cut out for us.

Sources
1. The World Religions.
2. Josh McDowell and Don Stewart. Handbook of Today’s Religions. (Nashville: Thomas Nelson, 1983).
3. The American Heritage College Dictionary.  3rd. Ed. (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1993).

Daylight Savings Time ends on Saturday night, November 1st.  Don’t for-
get to set your clocks back one hour.
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October 25, 2009 Sunday Morning Sunday Evening
Announcements Mike Adams Mike Adams
Song Director Les Sandifer Brenden Winslett
Opening Prayer Rex Burrell Tim Feltner
Closing Prayer Sim Christie David Craton
Serve at the Table LeRoy Fogle Billy Biggers

             Assist AM
            

AM Ushers

5   Doug Reed 4   Richard Arnold   Raymond Clark

6   Terry Moore 3   Rhett Burrell    David Craton

7   Earl Bryant 2   Ohma Brown     PM Ushers
   Travis Dale

8   Gene Mitchell 1  Daniel Ward    Mark Dale

Scripture Reading:    1 Thessalonians 4:16-18   Terry Moore

Sermon Topic: AM— “The Lord is Coming: So,   
What Should You and I Be Like?”            
                          PM—  “Guest Speaker”                       

Neil Richey
Ron Brown

                      Toddler Attendants Nursery Attendants
Sunday Morning        Sunday Evening Sunday Morning
Kathy Moore       Janice Burnette Anna Golden
Kim Brown        Michelle Humphreys Sara Harris

Greeters—October 25, 2009

Bible Study West    Cary Oglesby/Josh 
Zahrndt

AM Worship East Gene/Eva Davidson

AM Worship West Mark Dale/Brenda Hicks

PM Worship West Carolyn Melvin/Phyllis 
Melvin

Van Driver Blake Hoelscher 770-704-0956

Open Building October Billy Biggers

Close Building October Troy Golden

Wednesday, October 28, 2009 Unable to serve?
Announcements/
Prayer Neil Richey Call Rex Burrell

Song Director Larry Carter 770-427-7595

Devotional Les Sandifer

Closing Prayer Roger Winslett

Worship Assignments and Greeters

   Tuesday
9:30 AM  Ladies’ Workshop
   Wednesday
7:15 PM  Bible Study

Weekly 
Calendar

      Sunday
  9:30 AM  Bible Study
10:30 AM  Worship
  5:00 PM  Worship
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